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ABBREVIATIONS 

In this document measurements a re first stated as metric measures 

followed by U.S. equivalents in parenthesis.  

 ac  acre  

 cm  centimetre  

 ft foot  

 ha  hectare  

 in inch  

 kg  kilogram  

 km  kilometre  

 km 2 square kilometre  

lb  pound  

m  metre  

m 2 square metre  

m 3 cubic metre  

mi  mile  

mm  milimetre  

yd  yard  

yd 3 cubic yard  
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Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands.  

Photo taken from Long Bay looking toward Savannah Bay.  

Photo courtesy of Jim Kelley, www.onlinebvi.com . 
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1. INTRODUCTION TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE ISLANDS 

1.1 Setting the Scene  

If all the tiny islets, offshore cays and rocky for -

mations are included, the Territory of the British 

Virgin Islands comprises over 60 òislandsó but with 

four primary land masses ñAnegada, Jost Van 

Dyke, Tortola, and Virgin Gorda.  With the excep -

tion of Anegada (the  anomaly of the group), the 

Environmental Profiles being prepared for each of 

remaining three cannot be limited to a single is -

land.  Even the Environmental Profile  for Jost Van 

Dykeñthe smallest of the four primary Virgin 

Islandsñincluded its nearby neigh bours of Little 

Jost, Sandy Cay, Green Cay, and Sandy Spit 

(IRF/JVDPS, 2009). 

Similarly, in Virgin Gorda, Profile researchers recog -

nised that the target island was not an isolated 

land mass but is bordered by and linked to a num -

ber of smaller, neighbouri ng islands and islets that 

would contribute to the larger milieu of the 

Virgin Gorda Environmental P rofile . These smaller 

islands are connected to Virgin Gorda in a number 

of waysñenvironmentally as well as economically.  

The research team from Island Reso urces Founda -

tion (IRF) identified a total of 13 òislandsó that 

would ñin addition to Virgin Gorda itself ñconsti -

tute the geographic scope of the Virgin Gorda  

Environmental Profile  (see Table 1 ).   

Table 1.   

The offshore i slands of Virgin Gorda.   

North Soun d 
West of Virgin 

Gorda  

South of Virgin 

Gorda  

Eustatia  Cockroach  Broken Jerusalem  

Mosquito  George Dog  Fallen Jerusalem  

Necker  Great Dog  Round Rock  

Prickly Pear  Seal Dogs   

Saba Rock  West Dog   

 

 

Figure 1.  

The North Sound of Virgin Gorda.  

Shown as òGorda Soundó on the nautical charts of the Caribbean Sea  

compiled by Donald M. Street, Jr., Chart #A232 (January 199 9). 



 

2 VIRGIN GORDA (BVI) ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 

 

 

 

But of course, Virgin Gorda remains at the centre 

of this Environmental Profile , with the second larg -

est population in the Territory and the third largest 

land mass (after Tortola and Anegada).  It also 

takes its place of honour as both the birthplace 

and heart of the BVIõs tourism economy.  

1.1.1 The Islands of North Sound  

Of the smaller offshore islands near to Virgin Gorda, 

those with the closest ties to the main island are to 

be found in the North Sound, the large, semi -

enclosed embayment found on Virgin Gordaõs 

northern shore that has played host to legions of 

international sailors and recreational visitors for al -

most half a century.  A view of the islands of North 

Sound (sometimes referred to as Gorda Sound) is 

found on Figure 1 , displayed appropri ately on a 

nautical chart, given the areaõs key role in the 

BVIõs marine industry. 

The North Sound was described in a 1970 report by 

long -time District Representative for Virgin Gorda 

and former Premier of the BVI, the Honourable 

Ralph T. OõNeal, as follows: 

é The North Sound Harbour Area is almost land -

locked and several visitors have  described it as 

being similar to Lake Gennesaret [Sea of 

Galilee].   The Harbour begins at Anguilla Point, 

and is bounded on the south by the mainland 

of Virgin Gorda, on the east partly by the 

mainland of Virgin Gorda, partly by the islet 

known as Little Saba, to the north by the i sland 

of Prickly Pear and partly by a reef, and to the 

west by the island of Mosquito.  There are en -

trances between Mosquito and Anguilla Point, 

the mainland of Virgin Gorda and Li ttle Saba, 

Little Saba and Prickly Pear and between Prickly 

Pear and the Reef (OõNeal, circa  1970). 

A snapshot overview of Virgin Gordaõs North Sound 

islands follows (see also Photo 1 ). 

Photo  1. 

North Sound, Virgin Gorda with several  òoffshoreó islands identified. 

PRICKLY PEAR  

EUSTATIA ISLAND  

NECKER ISLAND  

SABA ROCK  

VIRGIN GORDA  

(BITTER END YACHT CLUB ) 

NORTH SOUND  

EUSTATIA SOUND  
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(1)   Eustatia Island  

Eustatia is a 12 ha (30 ac) volcanic island that is  

privately owned with three luxury accommoda -

tions.  It is located slightly north of Virgin Gorda and 

Prickly Pear and overlooks Eustatia Sound ( Figure 

2).  Eustatia is protected by an extensive reef 

which is a prime spot for snorkelers.  It is a declared 

Bird Sanctuary.  

(2)  Mosquito Island  

Former home to the celebrated Drakeõs Anchor-

age Resort and its owner, the legendary marine 

archaeologist Bert Kilbride, the 48.5 ha (120 ac) 

Mosquito Island is now owned by Sir Richard Bran -

son.  It is being developed a s an eco -resort to in -

clude luxury villas and a private residence for the 

owner.  Mosquito has the highest elevation of 

Virgin Gordaõs offshore islands (76 m/251 ft), with 

two salt ponds, and many beaches and nearshore 

seagrass beds that attract sea turtle s.  The island is 

an officially declared Bird Sanctuary, with White -

tailed and Red -billed Tropicbirds regularly nesting 

along the north and northeastern cliffs.  

(3)  Necker Island  

A small rocky landmass almost completely encir -

cled by coral reefs, the 32 ha (8 0 ac) Necker Island 

has been the island retreat of UK businessman Sir 

Richard Branson for more than 30 years.  It is oper -

ated as a luxury vacation destination.  In the words 

of its owner, Necker òis marked by scenic con -

trastésandy beaches punctuate jutti ng headlands 

and cactus -studded  ridges top panoramic hill -

sidesó (privateislandsonline.com/neckerisland ). The 

island  is also a declared Bird Sanctuary.  

(4)  Prickly Pear Island  

At 73 ha (180 ac ), Prickly Pear is the largest of 

Virgin Gordaõs offshore islands.  The island is a des-

ignated Bird Sanctuary and was declared a Na -

tional Park in 1988.  It has four salt ponds, and its 

beaches attract sea turtle nesting as well as recre -

ational users.  I ts vegetation has been degraded 

by the unchecked grazing of feral goats.  There 

are ongoing concerns about the quality of the 

concessions operating within the National Park.  

 

 

Photo 2.  

Eustatia Island, North Sound.  

Photo 4.  

Two views of Necker Island, North Sound.  

Photo  3. 

Mosquito Island, from Leverick Bay,  

Virgin Gorda.  

Photo 5.  

Prickly Pear Island and National Park.  

http://www.privateislandsonline.com/necker%20island
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(5)  Saba Rock  Island  

Just under one acre in size (0.16 ha/0.40 ac), tiny 

Saba Roc k is entirely occupied by the infrastruc -

ture of the Saba Rock Resort, including a full -ser-

vice marina. Very little of the natural environment 

remains.  It was formerly owned and operated by 

the late Bert Kilbride, a locally and internationally 

known arch aeologist and self -styled treasure 

hunter.  The island was designated a Bird Sanctu -

ary in 1959, obviously prior to the modern buildings 

that now totally cover the island.  
 

1.1.2 The Dog Islands  

A second cluster of offshore islands ñknown collec -

tively as The Dogsñalso lie in the òneighbourhoodó 

of Virgin Gorda.  The Dog Islands are six small and 

uninhabited islets, with very rugged terrain.  They 

consist of George, Great and West Dog ; East and  

West Seal Dog ; and Cockroach Island .  Opportuni -

ties for  exceptional scuba diving and snorkel ing 

recreation abound throughout  this entire  area , 

with a variety of dive and snorkel sites and  an 

abundance of fish and colourful coral reefs.  

The Seal Dogs lie 1.8 km (1.1 mi)  northwest of 

Mountain Point on Virgin G orda, and the remain -

ing Dogs (George Dog, West Dog, Great Dog, and 

Cockroach Island) are 4 km (2.5 mi)  due west of 

Virgin Gordaõs Nail Bay (Photo 7 and Figure 2 ).  

It has been speculated the islands received their 

name from sailors who heard what sounded like 

dogs barking when sailing in the area.  Undoubt -

edly, the noise was made by Caribbean Monk 

Seals, a species now believed to be extinct in the 

Caribbean.  However, the original òdogó name 

remains.  

 

(1)   Cockroach Island  

This island is the smallest of The Dog group (1.2 

ha/3 ac).  It is barely 15 m (50 ft)  in elevation but is 

marked by very rugged cliffs all around.  Sparse 

vegetation ñmostly grasses and low shrubs ñ

covers the top of the island.  The area is known for 

its excellent dive site, òThe Visibles,ó situated south 

and west of the land mass.  Cockroach is a 

declared Bird Sanctuary and has been proposed 

for inclusion in the Territoryõs Protected Areas 

System (Gardner, et al ., 2008). 

Photo 6.  

Saba Rock, entirely occupied by resort infrastructure.  

 

Photo 8.  

Cockroach Island  

GREAT DOG 

WEST DOG 

Virgin Go rda  

GEORGE DOG 

COCKROACH  

Photo 7.  

Four of the six Dog Islands.  
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(2)  George Dog  Island  

Located just 800 m (0.5 mi)  north of Great Dog, 

George Dog Island is the second largest of The 

Dogs (16.6 ha/41 ac), and at 73 m (240 ft),  it is the 

highest of the group.  The island is covered with 

shrub-like vegetation, with a coastline of mostly 

rugged bedrock except for a short tombolo  beach 

on  the southeast side.  George Dog is a declared 

Bird Sanctuary and has been proposed for 

inclusion in the Territoryõs Protected Areas System. 

(3)  Great Dog  Island  

Great Dog is the largest of The Dog Islands (35.6 

ha/88 ac), with an elevation of 64 m (210 ft).   It has 

a rugged coastline except for a small section on 

the south side known as South Bay.  Just inland 

from the South Bay shoreline is a small salt pond 

with some mangrove species occurring in 

association with the pond.  Most of the island is 

covered wi th dry shrub vegetation.  On the south 

side, an abandoned aircraft has been deliberately 

sunk as a recreational dive site.  Like the other 

Dogs, Great Dog is an official Bird Sanctuary and is 

designated for inclusion in the Territoryõs Protected 

Areas System.  

(4)  Seal Dog Islands (West and East)  

The small and rugged Seal Dog Islands comprise 

West Seal Dog (2.6 ha/6.5 ac) and East Seal Dog (1 

ha/2.5 ac) and lie barely 100 m (328 ft)  apart from 

each other.  The area is highly favoured for its 

diving potential.  West Seal Dog is the larger of the 

two, with an elevation of 33.5 m (110 ft).   Both Seal 

Islands have been desig nated as Bird Sanctuaries 

and are proposed for inclusion in the Territoryõs 

Protected Areas System.   

(5)  West Dog Island  

West Dog Island was es tablished as a National Park 

in 1974; it was recognised earlier in 1959 as a Bird 

Sanctuary.  The island is 9.7 ha (24 ac) in size with a 

healthy coral reef system and extensive Acropora  

re-establishment.  It has rugged steep cliffs that 

offer ideal habita t for nesting seabirds.  

 

 

Photo 11 .  

East and West Seal Dog Islands.  

Photo 9 .   

South End of  

George Dog Island.  

Photo 12 .  

West Dog Island.  

Photo 10 .  

Great Dog Island.  


